
5630 Fishers Lme
Room 1601
hCkVi]~!& MD 2W52

I am writing today TOmq?res$ my slrong objection to :crstly and umwctssfiry ruks
which you have been asked to consider by [he Ceuter fo~ S:imre in the Pubhc
Meres[.

As me who has worked jn the sht.ilfisl) industq; for many ~~eam3.;1.!w?~o
understands the d~ffi:u]ti?s faced by farmers, processors Amd ohms who rc~y On
slwllfish, I can [e~lyou first-h:and of the ecorlolnii- d~lmage th~se.prcqosed rules
will inflict upLmUS.

Mi)st peop!t irJ our indu’;trj own smti operations witk: 1ittk financial .iLabilityand
few cash reserves, Forcing us [o comply with mandwl.il tre,ttmcnt WL!Idri Ye
many OULof t!x business altogether rind gpdy reduce our limitid profits even
f Jrt?)cr. Simply stated, we ctin’t aftord tie costly equipment Jm! cannot absorb
tiw Iowe; consumer d~?n.~~ w~ch wi~~r~$ult from,{~eakj she]]f~sh

Ccmsumers should havr a choice Ixween [rt:at,edoywers and fresh cysters. The
small number df

Y
:opk wim m~y be at risk should hc.cx!the mnp!e health

warnings ~v~jiab e whc!e fresh oysters L-CSO!ij and assume ti~;r OW~ kve~ ~lf
pe:sorml respmsibdiry

] urgs ~A tc reject thew cripplin~ rules and to a[]ow other aFproprk{e
independent state and national beaks such as WC m continue to their
educational and oversight activities RSthey have in rk pasT,
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